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1941. 

BORDER  RURAL  DISTRSCT  COUNCIL. 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941,  V/STH  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Staff: 

. A.  H.  Towers,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  (part-time),  also  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Cumberland  County 
Council. 

J.  S.  Watson,  R.S.I.,  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

C.  WC  Fraser,  R.S.A.  (Scot.),  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

H.  Graham,  R.S.I.,  Assistant  (Temporary)  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

' To  the  Border  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  (third)  Annual 
Report,  that  for  the  year  1941,  on  the  health  and 
.Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

It  is  very  much  regretted  that  the  presentation  of 
this  report  is  so  late,  which  has  been  due  to  unavoidable 
causes,  i.e.,  the  absence  of  your  Medical  Officer  for 
live  months  owing  to  illness. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  remained  good. 
There  was  a marked  reduction  in  most  of  the  infectious 
diseases,  i.e..  Measles  190  as  against  404  in  1940; 
Diphtheria  T as  against  9;  Pneumonia  27  as  against  42, 
Ccrebro-Spinal  Fever  15  as  against  24. 

There  was,  however,  a big  jump  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  150  as  against  42. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak 
of  Dysentery  on  a considerable  scale  in  the  Garlands 
.Mental  Hospital,  there  having  been  70  cases.  There 
were,  however,  no  deaths  from  this  cause.  The  casual 
agent  was  Flexner  “ Z.” 
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L'uring  the  year  under  review,  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  was  undertaken  on  a iarge  scale  in  the  case 
of  infants  of  .1  to  5 years  and,  of  school  children  of  5 to 
15  years.  The  material  used  was  A.P.T.,  the  dose  given 
in  each  case  being  .2c. c.  and  .4.c.  The  immunisation 
were  carried  out  at  the  Schools,  in  the  vast  majority  of 
cases  the  “ under  5’s.”  being  brought  to  the  schools 
for  the  purpose.  The  help  and  collaboration  of  the 
Director  of  Education  and  of  the  teaching  staffs  of  an 
schools  was  invaluable  and  without  it  the  results  shown 
could  not  have  been  obtaineid.  The  help  of  District 
Nurses  was  particularly  Valuable  in  rounding  up  the 
“ under  5’s.” 

The  results  must  be  regarded  as  gratifying.  As 
will  be  seen  in  the  body  of  the  report,  82.7  per  cent,  of 
5-15  year  old  children  were  completed  and  47.4  per  cent, 
of  1-5  year  old  infants.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
percentage  of  1-5  year  old  children  was  not  higher  but 
ihe  difficulties  of  getting  in  touch  with  the  pre-school 
child  in  a rural  area  of  400  square  miles  is  exceedingly 
great,  particularly  m remote  districts  where  ’bus  services 
either  do  not  exist  or  are  only  run  on  certain  days  of  the 
week.  In  spite  of  this,  a real  effort  was  made  in  many 
cases,  for  example,  in  one  of  the  most  remote  and 
sparsely  inhabited  districts  a group  of  5 mothers  ap- 
peared at  a certain  school  with  5 pre-school-age  children, 
■T  of  these  being  in  ” prams.”  To  get  to  the  school 
they  had  walked  over  fields  and  fells,  over  stiles,  etc., 
for  2 miles  and  then  on  the  high  rc^ad  for  almost  -I 
miles  more.  The  return  journey  was,  of  course,  also 
m,ade  on  foot.  Tt  is  most  gratifying  to  record  that  when 
the  second  dose  was  due,  not  a single  one  of  these  5 
failed  to  appear.  Thus  in  order  to  get  their  children 
immunised,  each  of  these  mothers  had  walked  carrying 
a child  or  pushing  a perambulator  a total  distance  of 
nearly  20  miles. 

Compared  with  this,  the  effort  required  in  urban 
areas  is  insignificant. 

I must  express  my  great  indebtedness  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  acting  for  me  during  mv  very  long 
absence  due  to  illness  and  also  to  my  colleagues  on  the 
Countv  Health  Stall  for  fulfilling  other  duties  on  my 
behalf,  such  as  School  Medical  Inspections,  Clinics, 
Tmm.unising,  etc. 
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I also  owe  a debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Wlatson, 
your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer,  not 
only  for  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  he  filled  so 
many  gaps  during  my  absence,  but  for  his  help  and 
ad'Cdce  throughout  the  year,  which  have  been  invaluable. 

All  members  of  the  Health  Staff  have  had  another 
very  arduous  and  difficult  year  and  all  have  worked  and 
co-operated  most  loyally. 

Finally  I beg  to  ask  all  members  of  the  Council  to 
accept  my  most  grateful  appreciation  and.  thanks  for 
their  help  and  for  their  very  kind  consideration  shown 
during  my  illness. 

I remain. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  TOWERS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  conditions  of  the  area. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2oO,4G4 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of 

1941  according  to  the  Rate  Books  ...  7,579 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;^'1G3,698 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ;£^657 


The  principal  source  of  employment  is  agriculture. 
Apart  from  this,  there  exist  brick-works,  some  mines  and 
quarries  and  calico  works.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
injury  to  health  from  any  of  these  occupations. 

The  area  continues  to  grow  as  a residential  area. 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics. 


i 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

1 

Male. 

1 Female. 

1 Total. 

Legitimate 

198 

1 203 

1 401 

Illegitimate 

18  1 

20 

1 38 

i 

21G  ' 

1 223 

1 439 
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Birth  Rate  per  .l,UOO  of  the  population  ...  14.98 

,,  ,,  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ...  14.2 

,,  ,,  for  Administrative  County  of 

Cumberland  ...  ...  ....  16.0 

,,  ,,  for  Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  15.8 


Comparison  of  Birth  Rate  with  previous  years  : 


1937  1 

19.38  1 1939  1 1940 

1 1941 

Total  Births 
Birth  Rate 

. . . 362  1 

...  14.1  1 

098  1 072  1 431 
15.4  1 14.5  1 14.5 

1 439 

1 14.9 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

M.  1 F. 

1 Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

6 1 0 

...  110 

1 9 

1 1 

‘ Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births,  22.7. 

Compared  with  previous 

years : 

119371  1938 1 19391  1940 | 1941 

Number  of  Still  Births 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Births 

■ 1 11|  14|  14| 
|29.4|33.9136.2|29 

13 1 10 

.2|22.7 

Deaths. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

202  ...  208  ...  410 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  ...  10.9 

,,  ,,  ,,  for  Cumberland  ...  ...  12.6 

,,  ,,  ,,  for  Rural  Districts  of 

Cumberland  ...  ...  12.5 

Compared  with  previous  years ; 

rT937'‘l  1938  I 1939  I 1940  | 1941 

Crude  Death  Rate  ...  J 14.2  | 12.6  | 12.6  | 10.7  | 10.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

I^uerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 

Other  Puei7>eral  Causes  ...  4 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 
still)  Births  ...  8.9 

Infantile  Mortality- 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

"""  M.  I F.  ITotal. 

Legitimate  ...  \ 15  | 11  | 26 

Illegitimate  ...  j 0 | 1 | j4 

1 18  f 12~l~0‘(r 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  68.-3 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  65.3 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105.2 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  59.0 

,,  ,,  ,,  Cumberland  ...  56.0 

,,  ,,  ,,  Rufal  Districts  of 

Cumberland  ...  ...  ...  ...  57.0 

Male  Female  I'otal 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  agesj  | 31  | 27  [ 58 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  | — j — | — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  | — | — j — 
,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  | 2 | — | 2 


Causes  of  Death, 


Male 

Female 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis  (a)  Pulmonary 

1 

6 

(b)  Other  Forms 

1 

— 

Influenza 

1 

4 

Cancer — ’all  Forms  ... 

! 31 

27 

Diabetes  ...  ..v 

2 

3 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lisious 

1 32 

26 

Diseases  of  the  Heart 

1 53 

66 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  system 

12 

10 

Bronchitis 

5 

6 

Pneumonia 

5 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

2 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

9 

/V 

— 

Appendicitis  ...  ..v 

1 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

5 

o 

f> 

Nephritis 

11 

8 

Maternal  causes  (non-septic) 

— 

4 

Prem.ature  Birth 

5 

6 

Congenital  Malformatipn,  Birth  Injuries 

7 

2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

4 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

4 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

5 

All  other  Causes  ....  ...  ... 

13 

18 

202 

20'8 
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SECTION  B. 

General,  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements 
for  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  which 
are  carried  out  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle. 

During  the  year  109  specimens  were  submitted  for 
report  by  practitioners  (sputa,  swabs,  etc.).  This,  is  an 
increase  of  48  over  last  year. 

Ambulance  facilities  remain  unaltered  and  are 
satisfactory,  both  for  general  and  infectious  cases. 

The  District  is  pretty  well  covered  for  nursing  in 
the  home,  the  areas  and  District  Nurses  being  sub- 
stantially as  given  in  my  report  for  1940. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

These  also  remain  unaltered,  there  being  2 Clinics 
in  your  area — at  Brampton  and  Carlisle. 

Each  Centre  has  a School  Clinic,  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  and  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  as  well  as  a Dental 
Clinic  (and  at  Carlisle,  periodic  Orthopaedic  Clinics). 

For  Tuberculosis  purposes  (only)  the  Brampton 
, Dispensary  covers  the  Alston  Rural  District. 

In  his  capacity  as  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Cumberland  County  Council,  your  Medical  Officer 
is  in  charge  of  both  Centres. 

1 he  use  to  which  these  two  Centres  have  been  put 
during  the  past  year  is  indicated  in  the  following 
tables: — , 

Number  of  Individual  School  Children  and  Infants 

(1-5  years)  attending  the  respective  Clinics  ...  105 


Number  of  attendances  made  by  the  above  ...  511 

Tuberculosis  Section : — 

New  Cases  seen  plefinite  T.B.). . . ...  ,25 

“Casuals”  ...  26 

Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Home  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ..,  -39 

Consultations  with  Practitioners  ...  44 

Contacts  examined  ...  ...  ...  85 


Hos]iital  accommodation  and  arrangement  remain 
as  described  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1940. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  supplies  generally  have  been  adequate 
throughout  the  District.  Some  trouble  was  exrierienced 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  owing  to  very  severe  frosts. 

Sewerage. 

The  water  carriage  system  prevails  in  all  but  the 
remote  rural  areas. 

Swimming  Baths  andi  Pools. 

None  exist  in  the  area. 

Schools. 

All  the  schools  in  the  area  have  been  medically  in- 
spected, including  one  Secondary  School.  Where 
structural  and  other  defects  existed,  notices  have  been 
sent  to  the  managers  concerned  and  wherever  possible, 
defects  have  been  remedied.  More  extensive  defects 
must  necessarily  wait  for  more  favourable  times. 

SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

SECTION  E. 

inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

Measles. 

There  was  a large  fall  in  the  incidence,  190  cases 
being  notified  against  404  in  1940.  There  were  no  deaths 
(there  were  two  in  1940).  The  disease  was  of  a mild 
type  and  complications  were  rare. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
:)f  Whooping  Cough,  150  being  notified  compared  with 
'.2  in  1940.  Here  again  the  disease  was  of  a mild  type 
and  no  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  cause. 


In  spite  of  a severe  v/inter  there  was  a marke:! 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia,  2-8  cases 
with  five  deaths,  as  compared  with  42  cases  and  JO 
deatlis  in  1940. 

There  were  7 cases  of  diphtheria  but  no  deaths. 

immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

During  the  year,  the  immunisation  of  all  children, 
as  far  as  possible,  was  undertaken,  both  school  children 
5-15  years  old  and  infants  under  5.  The  material  used 
was  Alum-Precipitated-Toxoid.  The  dose  recommended 
was  0.1  c.c.  and  0.3  c.c.  for  the  first  and  second  doses. 
In  actual  practice,  slightly  larger  doses  than  those  re- 
commended were  given  to  compensate  for  possible 
wastage.  Doses  ^of  approximately  0.2  c.c.  and  0.4  c.c. 
were  actually  given.  Reaction  was  negligible,  in  a few 
cases  stiffness  of  the  arm  resulted  for  a day  or  two, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  older  children.  In  the  1-5 
years  age  group,  no  reaction  of  any  sort  was  observable. 
The  vast  bulk  of  the  immunisations  were  carried  out  at 
the  schools  but  a considerable  number  wei'e  done  at  the 
School  Clinics. 

Details  of  Immunisation. 


(a)  Children  5-15  Years  : 


Immunised  by  your  Medical  Officer  3, 

,025 

70.35% 

,,  ,,  private  practitioners 

200 

4.05% 

O 

o . 

,225 

75.00% 

Previously  immunised  but  not 

during  1941 

••131 

7.70,. 

Total  3 

,550 

82.70% 

(b)  Infants  Under  5 Ye.ars  : 

Immunised  by  your  Medical  Officer 

033 

40.80% 

,,  ,,  private  practitioners 

8 

.00% 

Total 

041 

47.40% 

Ihis  figure  is  certainly  an  under-statement  but  the 
difficulties  of  ascertaining  this  number  accurately  were 
c.xtremely  great. 


153 


Forty-four  school  children  had  left  the  district 
before  their  respective  schools  were  visited  and  5-3 
definitely  refused.  A certain  number  never  answered 
the  circular  sent  to  them  and  201  failed  to  attend  for 
the  second  dose  after  having  had  the  first. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1041. 
Civilian  Cases. 


1 Total 

1 cases 

1 notified 

Cases  ad- 

mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

14 

_ 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 

— 

Enteric  and  Paratyphoid  . . . 

7 

7 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

7 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ...  ...- 

27 

2 

10 

Measles 

190 

6 



Whooping  Cough  .... 

150 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

15 

15 

4 

Erysipelas 

11 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

76 

* 

— 

All  the  cases  of  Dysentery  were  inmates  of  Garlands 
Mental  Hospital. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Preventio;n  of 
Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of 
the  Public  Flealth  Act,  1986. 

In  no  case  was  there  any  refusal  to  notify. 

Of  the  8 deaths,  4 were  unnotihed  at  the  time  of 
death. 

Of  those  four  cases  : — 

1 died  of  cystitis  in  hospital,  found  to  be  of 
tuberculosis  nature. 

1 died  in  hospital  of  toxic  myocarditis — tuber- 
culosis in  origin. 

1 died  in  hospital  with  acute  illness  found  on 
post-mortem  to  be  T.B. 

* 1 died  at  home  unnotihed. 
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New  Cases [ Deaths 


Non- 

1 

1 N on- 

-Asre  Periods  IRespiralorv 

Respiratory 

Respiratoryl  Respiratory 

0 

— 

- - - 

— 

— 



1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— ' — 



15 

3 

5 

_ 

1 



_ 1 1 



25 

5 

7 



— 

1 I — 



35 

— 

6 



1 

3 ! — 

— 

45 

1 

4 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 ! — 

— 

55 

— 

1 

1 

1 



— 

65  and 
upwards 

2 

1 ' — 

To~ 

26 

7 

1 

6 ! 1 

— 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
HOUSING  OFFICER 
for  year  ending  31st  Decembar,  1941. 

To  THE  Border  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I Beg  to  submit  my  eighth  annual  report. 

The  staff  was  increased  during  the  year  by  the 
appointment  of  an  “Additional  Inspector.” 

Notices  Served. 

The  number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  was 
72,  i.e.  : — 

Formal.  Informal. 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  — dl 

Housing  Acts  ...'  ...  ...  2 ...  2.'i 

Mi'.k  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  — ...  Ki 

Total  2 ...  TO 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  notices  had  either  been 
complied  with  or  proposals  for  carrying  out  the  necess.ary 
works  agreed  to. 
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Housing. 

Owing  to  Government  restrictions  on  building,  no 
new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  houses  erected  to  date  is  132. 

Any  large  scale  reconditioning  and  repairing  has 
also  been  impossible  due  to  the  limited  labour  and 
material  available  and  consequently  only  work  of  the 
utmost  importance  has  received  attention. 

Reconditioned. 

Tdiree  houses  as  against  seven  in  the  previous  year 
have  been  thoroughly  reconditioned. 

Drainage  and  Water  Closets. 

The  number  of  new  drainage  systems  installed  and 
water  closets  provided  in  place  of  earth-closets  or  privies 
IS  35.  Fifteen  of  these  are  drained  to  the  Council’s 
sewers  and  to  cesspools. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  number  of  houses  provided  with  a sufficient 
water  supply  w^as  21. 

Camping  Sites. 

During  the  year  the  several  camping  sites  have  been 
conducted  in  such  a way  as  to  give  no  cause  for 
complaint. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for 

camping  purposes  during  1941  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of 

which  licences  have  been  issued  by 
the  Local  Authority  under  Section 
209  of  tne  Public  Health  Act,  1930  ...  9 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. — The'  administration  ol 
these  orders  in  a large  district  with  over  1,2{)()  registered 
producers  is  extremely  difficult  uiifler  present  conditions. 
I'he  number  of  farmers  going  into  milk  production  is  in- 
creasing chiefly  owing  to  the  drive  for  increased  supplies 
of  milk'  and- the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  cream. 
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That  an  increased  milk  yield  is  both  desirable  ann 
necessary  will  not  be  denied  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  present  policy  of  encouraging  any  and  every  type 
of  farmer  to  go  into  the  “ milk  business  ” is  the  right 
one.  Many  of  the  remote  farms,  where  previously  stock 
was  reared,  are  ill-equipped  for  the  production  of  milk, 
the  amount  produced  is  usually  small  and  owing  to  the 
long  journeys  necessary,  the  cost  of  collection  will  be 
relatively  high.  Supervision  of  these  places  is  also 
difficult  owing  to  petrol  restrictions. 

A more  satisfactory  policy  would  appear  to  be  to 
encourage  those  persons  already  engaged  in  milk  pro- 
duction to  increase  their  supplies  ancf  to  bring  into 
production  those  farmers  whose  buildings  and  equipment 
are  satisfactory  or  could  be  made  so  at  reasonable  cost. 

The  number  of.  registered  producers  is  1,264,  an 
increase  of  hve  and  1,058  inspections  have  been  made. 
Although  the  execution  of  building  work  is  restricted 
16  existing  cowsheds  have  been  improved  and  10 
premises  have  been  provided  with  suitable  cooling  and 
sterilising  rooms  together  with  sterilising  equipment. 

It  is  also  with  difficulty  that  milk  sampling  has  been 
carried  out.  This  work,  which  in  normal  times  entails 
considerable  time  and  labour  is  made  more  difficult 
particularly  in  the  winter  with  “ black-out  regulations  ” 
in  force,  as  almost  all  samples  have  to  be  taken  in  the 
evening  or  early  morning.  In  spite  of  difficulties,  how- 
ever, it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  an  increased  number 
of  samples  have  been  taken. 

Of  the  715  samples  taken  352  were  examined  for 
Tuberculosis,  three  of  which  were  positive. 


• Table  showing  the  number  of  samples  taken 
annually  since  1937  : — 


1937  1 

1938 

1939  1 

1940  1 

1941 

Accredited 

409 

423 

226 

347 

449 

Tuberculin  Tested 

77 

103 

69 

140 

165 

*School  Milk  ... 

60 

63 

45 

13 

1 

Ordinar)'  Producers 

52 

39 

7 

77 

100 

.Samples  collected  by 

598 

628 

■ 347 

577 

715 

Carlisle  Corporation 

185 

160 

176 

27 

55 

Totals 

783 

788 

523 

6U4 

770 

157 


* The  reason  for  the  reduction  of  samples  shown 
under  this  heading  is  that  it  has  been  found  more  con- 
venient to  take  samples  at  the  place  of  production. 

Of  the  1(30  licenced  producers  sampled  during  the 
year : — 

29  had  no  unsatisfactory  samples. 

56  ,,  1 ,,  sample. 

41  ,,  2 ,,  samples. 

34  ,,  3 or  more  unsatisfacory  samples. 

These  results  are  similar  to  last  year. 


The  licences  in  force  in  the  district  together  with 
those  of  previous  years  Jare  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


1 

Tested 

Tuberculin 

Accredited 

Year  | 

Licences 

Licences 

Previous  to  1935  | 

4 

3 

1935 

11 

85 

1936 

23 

111 

1937 

32 

124 

1938 

35 

123 

1939 

42 

123 

1940 

46 

120 

1941 

42 

118 
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Comparative  statement  showing  Accredited  and 
1 uberculin  Tested  Licences  in  force  in  the  various 
districts  in  the  County  during  the  year. 


District 

No.  of 
.\ccredited 

1 Licences 

No.  of 
T.T. 
Licences 

Rural  Districts:  — 

Alston  

1 

2 

Borcfer  

118 

42 

Cockermouth  , 

37 

8 

Ennerdale  

27 

7 

Millom  

16 

2 

Penrith  

25 

25 

Wigton  

87 

10 

Urban  Districts:  — 

Cockermouth  

2 



Keswick  

1 

— 

Maryport  

4 

— 

Penrith  

1‘ 

2 

Borough  Councils:  — 

Whitehaven  

14 

1 

Workington  

6 

— 

339 

99 

— 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Butchers  Shops. 

The  16  Slaughter  Houses  although  not  used  for  the 
purpose  of  slaughter,  because  of  the  Government  Scheme 
in  operation,  are  still  visited  as  the  majority  of  them 
are  dso  used  as  butchers  shops,  and  383  inspections 
have  been  made. 

In  addition  six  special  visits  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  reports  received  regarding  unsound 
food. 


Shops  Act,  1934. 

Thirty-eight  shops  have  been  inspected  and  in  all 
it  was  found  that  the  provisions  as  to  lighting, 
ventilation,  heating,  and  sanitary  accommodation  were 
satisfactory. 
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Factories  Act. 

Under  the  above  Act,  35  inspections  were  made  of 
factories  and  workshops.  Conditions  were  found;  to  be 
satisfactory. 

One  notice  was  received  from  the  Factories 
Inspector  regarding  the  lack  of  suitable  sanitlary  con- 
veniences and  the  matter  put  in  order. 

Bake-Houses. 

There  are  11  bake-houses  in  the  district,  all  of 
which  have  been  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Two  Knackers  Yards  operate  in  the  area. 

During  the  \ ear  one  of  these  came  under  new 
management  and  considerable  works  of  improvement 
are  in  progress. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Rat  poison  is  distributed  free  on  request  from  the 
office  on  behalf  of  the  Count)'  Council. 

Eighty-eight  applications  for  supplies  were  received. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

There  has  not  been  any  extension  of  the  Council’s 
scheme  of  refuse  collection  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  houses  covered  being  the  same,  i.e.,  4,698  out  of  a 
total  of  7,582. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  tenders  for 
this  work,  and  in  two  areas,  i.e.,  the  parishes  of  Rock- 
cliffe,  Stanwix  and  part  of  Kingmoor,  no  tenders  were 
received.  The  work  of  collection  in  these  areas  was, 
therefore,  undertaken  by  direct  labour. 

Salvage  of  Waste  Material. 

The  work  of  collection  and  disposal  of  waste 
material,  i.e.,  paper,  bones,  metal,  tins,  fags,  etc.,  has 
proceelJed  during-  the  year  and  every  effort  made  to 
improve  the  arrangements.  Thanks  are  due  to  those 
voluntary  helpers  and  particularly  the  school  children 
for  the  very  active  part  they  have  taken  in  the  work. 
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Statement  of  material  collected  during  the  year : — 


Tons 

Weight 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

Value 
£ s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

73 

3 

28 

315 

5 

9 

Scrap  Metal 

25 

11 

28 

37 

10 

9 

Tins  

40 

15 

0 

20 

8 

6 

Aluminium 

4 

56 

8 

10 

9 

Copper  

70 

1 

10 

1 

Brass  

3 

— 

4 

1 

0 

Lead  

1 

14 

18 

6 

Rags  ,...  ... 

1 

9 

14 

13 

10 

3 

Bottles  

4 

11 

— 

30 

14 

6 

Bones  

3 

18 

— 

12 

17 

4 

149 

16 

98 

;4445 

7 

5 

Iron  Railings. 

Under  an  Order  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  and 
Planning  a survey  is  being  made  of  unnecessary  iron 
railings  in  the  district.  Although,  owing  to  the  size  and 
scattered  nature  of  the  district,  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
complete  the  survey  in  the  time  allotted,  every  endeavour 
is  being  miade  to  have  the  work  completed  at  the 
earliest  possible  date. 
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Record  of  Inspections,  etc. 


Houses  insj>ected  

5i71 

,,  ,,  re  Infectious  Diseases 

9 

,,  ,,  re  Overcrowding 

20 

,,  ,,  re  Dirty  Conditions 

8 

,,  ,,  re  Animals  kept 

— 

,,  ,,  re  Water  Supply 

19 

,,  ,,  re  Sanitary  Accommodation 

65 

,,  ,,  under  Housing  Acts 

31 

' ,,  re  Nuisances 

41 

Vans  inspected  

... 

9 

Schools  

16 

factories  and  Workshops  ...  

35 

Bakehouses  

24 

Cowsheds  

1058 

Butchers  Shops  

383 

Number  of  Visits — Unsound  Food 

6 

Offensive  Trades  inspected v 

12 

Drains  inspected  and  tested 

36 

No.  of  insp>ections — Watercourses,  etc. 

8 

,,  ,,  — ^Refuse  Tips 

52 

Salvage — Waste  Material  

108 

,,  —Iron  Railings 

915 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  etc.  ... 

362 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts 

41 

Milk  Sampling  

715 

Complaints  ...  

• • i 

41 

Shops  Act  ...  

38 

Slaughter  of  Pigs  ...  .,.  

• • K 

71 

Council  Houses  and  Repairs,  etc 

13 
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List  of  Works  Executed. 


1 

1 

By  1 

Notice  1 

Without 

Notice 

Houses ; — 1 

Provided  with  sufficient  supply  of  j 
water  

— 

21 

Provided  with  sufhcient  closet  | 

accommodation  

15 

22 

Closets  converted  to  W.C’s. 

15 

22 

W.C’s.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  j 

, — 

57 

Disinfected  ....  ...  

— 

9 

Workshops  : — | 

Bakehouses  limewashed  and  j 
cleansed  

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders:  — 

Cowsheds  reconstructed  and/or 
improved  

1 

16 

New  Cowsheds  provided  ..... 

— 

— 

Cooling  and  Sterilising  Rooms 
provided  and  improved  and 
sterilising  plants  installed 

1 

1 

.-1  ID 

Cowsheds  cleansed  and  limewashed 



21 

Drains : — | 

Existing  drains  connected  to  sewer 

— 

15 

New  drains  provided  and  connectedi 

1 

4 

to  sevver  ....  ....  

11 

New  drains  provided  to  cesspools 

22 

Cleansed  

9 

2 

Ashpits  : — 

Constructed  (New) 



— 

Cleansed  

2 

— 

Offensive  Trades:  — 

Premises  limewashed 

--  - 

2 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

— 

1 

Slaughter  Houses:  — 

! 

Premises  limewashed  

— 

I 16 

I cim, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  WATSON. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


